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A CALL TO HOLINESS 
Lee Venning 

Author: The author of the Book of 1 Peter is the 

apostle, Peter. 

Date of Writing: 1 Peter was likely written between 

A.D. 60 and 65. 

Purpose of Writing: A letter from Peter to the 

believers who had been dispersed throughout the 

ancient world and were under intense persecution.  

Key challenges  

1 Peter 1 - A call to holiness,  

1 Peter 2 - A call to good works,  

1 Peter 3 – A call to brotherly love,  

1 Peter 4 - A Call to endure Christian suffering.  

Brief Summary: Though this time of persecution was 

desperate, Peter says that it was actually a time to 

rejoice. He says to count it a privilege to suffer for the 

sake of Christ, as Jesus suffered for them. Peter 

confirms Satan as the great enemy of every Christian 

but the assurance of Christ’s future return gives the 

incentive of hope.  

1 Peter 1 – A call to holiness 

In 1 Peter 1:16, he quotes Leviticus 11:44: “Be holy, 

for I am holy.” He explains that holiness is not 

achieved by keeping the law, but by grace. 

Holiness 

Holiness refers to absolute moral purity and an 

uncompromised, unsurpassed standard of 

righteousness. God, who is incapable of error, 

untainted by sin, unrestrained by the laws of nature, 

and pure in all His ways, is holy. Second, holiness 

refers to the state of being set apart from the 

common for God’s purpose.  

Psalm 79:1 

The temple was not just another structure of wood 

and stone, it was set apart for His purpose.  

Matthew 21:12–13 

We are also called to be set apart for God’s purpose.  

We must hold an accurate understanding of His 

person and nature.  

John 1:1-3  

John 1:14 

To deny His deity, and thus to deny His holiness, is to 

deny Him altogether. 

1 Peter 1:13-17 

This scripture talks to us about the conduct of those 

of us that are saved! 

So, prepare your minds for action and exercise self-

control. Living the way God wants us to means that 

we must prepare our minds.  

Put all your hope in the gracious salvation that will 

come to you when Jesus Christ is revealed to the 

world. The only way we will be able to stand before 

Jesus on that day is because of the unmerited favour 

He gives and will give to us.  

Romans 5:2 

So, you must live as God’s obedient children. Don’t 

slip back into your old ways of living to satisfy your 

own desires. You didn’t know any better then. 

Fulfilling God’s call to holiness requires that we are 

obedient. 

But now you must be holy in everything you do, just 

as God who chose you is holy. For the Scriptures 

say, “You must be holy because I am holy”. Holiness 

is not just moral purity but it is the idea of “apartness.” 

The idea is that God is separate, different from His 

creation, both in His essential nature and in the 

perfection of His attributes. He calls us to share in it. 

And remember that the heavenly Father to whom you 

pray has no favourites. He will judge or reward you 

according to what you do. So, you must live in 
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reverent fear of him during your time here as 

“temporary residents.” If we as Christians call on a 

holy God, we must understand that we call on a God 

who shows no partiality. 

1. To be holy people, we must be focused on 

Christ’s coming. 

Holy living in light of Gods holiness begins in the 

mind. (2 Corinthians 10:5) 

Holy living in light of Gods coming requires spiritual 

alertness. (1 Peter 5:8) 

Holy living in light of Christs coming is motivated by 

grace. 

2. To be holy people, we must be obedient to the 

Father in all of life. 

We must make a break with our past lifestyle. 

(Romans 12:2) 

We must establish a habit of obedience.                   

(1 Corinthians 9:21) 

We must erase the distinction between public and 

private.  

3. To be holy people, we must be growing in our 

personal knowledge of God’s holiness. 

(Galatians 5:16; Romans 8:13) 


