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COLOSSIANS 

CHRIST VS. THE HERESY 
Lee Venning 

 
This chapter brings to the fore a warning that is often raised in the New Testament that of remaining true to faith in Jesus Christ 

and the truth of the bible. This is not about some of the arguments about the beliefs of different streams of mainstream 

Christianity but about the impact of the beliefs of the world being allowed to seep into our understanding of what a Christian 

really is. If people wish to believe that something else is the truth, as groups such as the Jehovah's witnesses do, then that is for 

them to decide but we must not allow it to change what we stand for. If people wish to believe that what we stand for are wrong, 

as atheists do, then that is for them to decide but we must not allow their views to change what we stand for. 

PAULS WARNS THE COLOSSIANS (2:4) 

Paul did not say that they had already been deceived, but he clearly saw the danger and warned them about it. Deceivers are 

deceivers. Their false doctrine will often be similar enough to the truth to be dangerous. 

PAUL IS CONFIDENT IN THE COLOSSIANS (2:5-7) 

The simple things of the Christian life provide continual and reliable spiritual energy for our development. We need to be 

constantly reminded of the things we have been taught. 

The holy man has learned to receive Jesus and following him wholeheartedly. As Christians, we walk, are also rooted, and are 

built up in Him.  

PAUL WARNS AGAINST THE HERESY OF THE COLOSSIANS (2:8) 

The false teaching among the Colossians was marked by an emphasis on philosophy and empty deceit according to the 

tradition of men.  

This heresy was a mix of Gnosticism, Greek ideas, local religions, and Jewish mysticism. 

• Gnosticism taught that God could not come into direct contact with the material world. Paul pointed out that Jesus is God, 

and He came in the body of His flesh (Colossians 1:19-22). 

• Gnosticism taught that God Himself did not create the world, but He worked through lesser spirits or angels. Paul showed 

that Jesus was the creator of the world (Colossians 1:15-16) 

• Gnosticism taught that God dealt with the world through a series of mediators. Paul took showed that Jesus did the work of 

reconciliation Himself (Colossians 1:19-20). 

• Gnosticism esteemed these supposed mediators, and considered them angelic beings . Paul warned the Colossians that 

angels should not be worshipped (Colossians 2:18). 

• Jewish influence on Christianity emphasized dietary laws. Paul says that Christians were not under Jewish dietary laws 

(Colossians 2:16). 

• Jewish influence on Christianity emphasized the observance of particular days as an obligation. Paul says that Christians 

were not under these obligations (Colossians 2:16). 

The Colossian heresy promoted itself as traditional. Paul here warned that the tradition of men has no equal authority to the 

word of God. 
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PAUL SAYS WE ARE COMPLETE IN JESUS TO THE COLOSSIANS (2:9-10) 

Paul is declaring that in the Son the dwells all the fullness of the Godhead; He was, and is, absolute and perfectly God. If we are 

complete in Him it can only be true because Jesus is truly God. If He were not God, we couldn't be complete in Him.  

BAPTISM IS ENOUGH FOR THE COLOSSIANS (2:11-12) 

Most of the Colossian Christians were Gentiles who had never been physically circumcised. Paul assures them that they were 

clearly circumcised in a spiritual sense. Christians don't need to be circumcised, they need to be baptized. Paul understood that 

the power of regeneration was not in baptism or circumcision but through faith in the working of God. 

JESUS DEATH ON THE CROSS IS ENOUGH FOR THE COLOSSIANS (2:13-15) 

Being dead is the place of every person before they Give their lives to God . We are not only made alive, but made alive 

together with Him. Before we have new life in Jesus, we are dead in our trespasses. However Jesus not only paid for what was 

against us; He also took it out of the way, and then nailed it to the cross.  

Jesus' work on the cross also disarmed principalities and powers. Against the believer, what weapons do demonic spirits now 

have? The weapons are in our hands, not theirs.  

PAUL SAYS JESUS VICTORY IS ENOUGH FOR THE COLOSSIANS (2:16-17) 

A life that is centred on Jesus and what He did on the cross has no place for legalism. 

The Old Testament law had certain provisions that are done away with in Jesus, regarding such things as food and sabbaths. 

Christians are therefore free to keep a Jewish diet or to observe the sabbath if they please. There is nothing wrong with those 

things. However, they cannot think that it makes them any closer to God 

PAUL CRITICISES THE HERESY OF THE COLOSSIANS (2:18-19) 

The antidote for both of these false teachings is simply more of Jesus. Holding fast to Jesus makes us truly spiritual. 

PAUL CRITICISES THE LEGALISM OF THE COLOSSIANS (2:19–23) 

Legalistic religion is defined more by what we don't do than by what we do. Christianity does have clear moral boundaries, but 

Christianity is a religion of action. 

At the bottom line, legalism's rules have no value in restraining our behaviour. 

All legalistic rules may have an appearance of wisdom, but they have no real value.  

Self-imposed religion is man reaching to God, trying to justify himself by keeping a list of rules. Christianity is God reaching 

down to man in love through Christ. 


