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I SPEAK JESUS 
DO YOU FOLLOW JESUS? 
Tate Kandi 

 
As the world gets darker we are called to shine brighter (Matthew 5:14). We are called to be light in the 
darkness. We need to examine the light in us, the light we project to others, the light that can make a 
difference and focus our thoughts and understanding on how we represent Christ. Is our conversation a 
reflection of Christ in us? Do we speak faith or fear? Is our lack of knowledge of Christ misrepresenting 
Him? (2 Corinthians 4:5) As we challenge what is in us to become more like Jesus the results should 
affect how we speak; with more boldness, with more passion and with a greater desire to spread the 
gospel.   

… Each day proclaim the good news that he saves. Publish his glorious deeds among the nations. Tell 
everyone about the amazing things he does. (Psalm 96:2-3, NLT)  

When people met Jesus, it was impossible for them not to be affected in some way. This is still true 
today, a real encounter with Jesus draws out a response. Some are offended and turn away in anger or 
fear, whereas for others, the response is to worship Him, to know Him more and to follow Him. 

The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep recognize his voice and come to him. He calls his 
own sheep by name and leads them out. After he has gathered his own flock, he walks ahead of them, 
and they follow him because they know his voice. They won’t follow a stranger; they will run from him 
because they don’t know his voice.” (John 10:3-5, NLT)  

“…the sheep follow him; in the exercise of the graces of humility, love, patience, self-denial, and 
resignation of will to the will of God; and in the discharge of duty, walking, in some measure, as he 
walked.” - John Gill 

For the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost. (Luke 19:10, NLT)  

And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, 
casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. Then He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make 
you fishers of men.” They immediately left their nets and followed Him. Going on from there, He saw two 
other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, 
mending their nets. He called them, and immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him. 
(Matthew 4:18-22, NKJV)  

Disciples need to be… 
 
1. Willing to let go i.e. identity, desires, people (Philippians 3:13-14, Luke 14:25-35,  

Matthew 4:21-22) 
Luke 9:61-62 - Another said, “Yes, Lord, I will follow you, but first let me say good-bye to my 
family.” But Jesus told him, “Anyone who puts a hand to the plow and then looks back is not fit for the 
Kingdom of God.” 

2. Willing to follow i.e. teachable, disciplined, focused on one master (Matthew 6:24, John 10:5, 
John 14:23, Luke 14:15-20) 
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Luke 9:59-60 - He said to another person, “Come, follow me.” The man agreed, but he said, “Lord, 
first let me return home and bury my father.” But Jesus told him, “Let the spiritually dead bury their 
own dead! Your duty is to go and preach about the Kingdom of God.” 

3. Willing to work (Matthew 28:19-20) 
Luke 9:1-6 - One day Jesus called together his twelve disciples and gave them power and authority 
to cast out all demons and to heal all diseases.  Then he sent them out to tell everyone about the 
Kingdom of God and to heal the sick. “Take nothing for your journey,” he instructed them. “Don’t take 
a walking stick, a traveller’s bag, food, money, or even a change of clothes. Wherever you go, stay in 
the same house until you leave town. And if a town refuses to welcome you, shake its dust from your 
feet as you leave to show that you have abandoned those people to their fate.” So they began their 
circuit of the villages, preaching the Good News and healing the sick. 

4. Willing to stand out i.e. to be set apart, to be holy (John 6:60-69, 1 Peter 1:15-16) 
Colossians 3:12-15 - Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves 
with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive one 
another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over 
all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. Let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.  

 
Following Jesus… 
 
• Is not about your status (Luke 10:17-20, 1 Corinthians 2:1-5) 

Matthew 9:9-11 - As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at his tax 
collector’s booth. “Follow me and be my disciple,” Jesus said to him. So Matthew got up and followed 
him. Later, Matthew invited Jesus and his disciples to his home as dinner guests, along with many 
tax collectors and other disreputable sinners. But when the Pharisees saw this, they asked his 
disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with such scum?  

• Is being an example of Jesus (John 1:35-37, 1 Timothy 4:12, Titus 2:7)) 
1 Corinthians 11:1  Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ. 

• Has purpose built-in (Acts 4:11-12, Romans 10:9-15, 1 Timothy 2:4, John 3:17, Luke 9:60) 
Matthew 28:18-20 - Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven 
and on earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have 
given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

• Requires a daily response (John 1:36-45, Philippians 3:13-14, Mark 10:20-22, Matthew 6:21) 
Proverbs 3:5 - Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. 

• Brings rewards (Matthew 4:21-22) 
Matthew 11:28-30 - Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble 
and gentle at heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy to bear, and the burden 
I give you is light.” 
 

When we gave our lives to Christ, we became part of a different advertising campaign. Not to promote 
ourselves, but to be a shining light to those around us; to spread the good news of what Jesus has done 
in our lives. –  Sarah Kawalsingh 
 
Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who 
actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter. (Matthew 7:21, NLT)  


