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COLOSSIANS 

INTRODUCTION TO COLOSSIANS 
Ian Mann

 
Introduction  
Paul's letter to the church in Colosse, written in the middle of the first century, addresses false teaching that was 
drawing believers away from Christ. It was written to Christians who found themselves in a situation very similar to 
our situation today. But God's Word is still as relevant today as it was then. Chapters 1 and 2 provide the doctrinal 
base of Paul's letter and chapters 3 and 4 looks at practical imperatives.  
 
About the letter to the Colossians 
A. The Place 
Colosse was in the western part of Turkey in the Lycus valley, about 100 miles from Ephesus. 
It was close to the towns of Hierapolis and Laodicea and had lost some of its importance compared to the other two 
towns.  
It was on an important trade route between Ephesus and the Euphrates and hence had a mixed, muti-cultural 
population. There were: 

• Native Phrygians 

• Greeks and Romans 

• Jews and Christians 
This led to a variety of religious practise and beliefs: 

• Animism, astrology and superstition 

• Worship of various gods, promotion of rigid abstinence, promotion of hedonism 

• Ritualism, mysticism, gnosticism and syncretism 
Paul called them hollow and deceptive philosophies, truth didn't seem to matter as much as does it work for me. 
 
B. The People  
This letter is from Paul, chosen by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and from our brother Timothy. 
We are writing to God's holy people in the city of Colosse, who are faithful brothers and sisters in Christ. May God 
our Father give you grace and peace. (Colossians 1:1-2, NLT) 
 
Paul and Timothy  
 
Epaphrus (v7-8), who brought news to Paul about the church in Colosse. 
 
The faithful brothers and sisters (v2), The church was not founded by Paul, but was probably founded by 
Epaphras sometime after Paul had spent two years preaching in Ephesus. People heard Paul and then spread the 
word themselves. 
 
Then Paul went to the synagogue and preached boldly for the next three months, arguing persuasively about the 
Kingdom of God. But some became stubborn, rejecting his message and publicly speaking against the Way. So 
Paul left the synagogue and took the believers with him. Then he held daily discussions at the lecture hall of 
Tyrannus. This went on for the next two years, so that people throughout the province of Asia-both Jews and 
Greeks-heard the word of the Lord.( Acts 19:8-10, NLT) 
 
Characteristics of the church at Colosse  
We always pray for you, and we give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. For we have heard of 
your faith in Christ Jesus and your love for all of God's people, which come from your confident hope of what God 
has reserved for you in heaven. You have had this expectation ever since you first heard the truth of the Good 
News.This same Good News that came to you is going out all over the world. It is bearing fruit everywhere by 
changing lives, just as it changed your lives from the day you first heard and understood the truth about God's 
wonderful grace. You learned about the Good News from Epaphras, our beloved co-worker. He is Christ's faithful 
servant, and he is helping us on your behalf. He has told us about the love for others that the Holy Spirit has given 
you. So we have not stopped praying for you since we first heard about you. (Colossians 1:3-9a, NLT) 
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• Faithful 

• Love for the church 

• Eternal perspective 

• Changed lives 
 
Pauls initial response to the church 

• Grace and peace to them 

• Prayer 

• Thankfulness 

• Remind them of the power of the Gospel 
 
C. The Problem 
The Colossian Christians were in Christ but also in Colosse! The exact nature of the Colossian heresy is not clear, 
so we need to refrain from jumping to conclusions. But as we read the letter, we can see that the church was 
starting to see deviations in the truth of the Gospel.  
 
False teachers suggested that Christ was not enough to know the fullness of God and to know freedom in God. 
They suggested, for example, that ascetism and angels were needed as intermediaries and signs of devotion 
(2:18), or that they needed to follow certain rites, abstinences and holy days (2:16). Your Christianity needed to be 
topped up to be complete and they knew what was needed!! 
 
D. The Purpose  
We ask God to give you complete knowledge of his will and to give you spiritual wisdom and understanding. Then 
the way you live will always honor and please the Lord, and your lives will produce every kind of good fruit. All the 
while, you will grow as you learn to know God better and better. We also pray that you will be strengthened with all 
his glorious power so you will have all the endurance and patience you need. May you be filled with joy… 
(Colossians 1:9b-11, NLT) 
 
Pauls desire for the Colossians is for God to give them: 

• Knowledge of His will 

• Spiritual wisdom and understanding 

• His strength 
 
Resulting in: 

• A Godly lifestyle 

• A fruitful life 

• Spiritual maturity 

• A growing relationship with Him 

• Endurance and patience 

• Sufficiency in Christ 

• Joy  
 
Conclusion 
In a similar way to the Colossians, we are in Christ but we are still in Leicester! 
What is it to be in Christ whilst living in Leicester? 
 
Key Scripture: 
For in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body. So you also are complete through your union with Christ, 
who is the head over every ruler and authority. (Colossians 2:9-10, NLT) 
 
 
 


