
 

  COLOSSIANS  |  © 2022 Harvest City Church 1 

COLOSSIANS 

PAULS ENCOURAGEMENT TO THE 

COLOSSIANS 
Sinead  Holas

 

Colossians 1:11- 2:3 
 
Introduction 
False teaching had begun to infect the mind of the believers in Colosse. Paul's aim in this letter was to 
bring clarification by exalting the name of Jesus Christ. Within the first chapter, Paul addresses Christ as 
the creator and redeemer and makes it clear that this is non-negotiable. He focuses on Christ's pre-
eminence and sufficiency in all things.   
 
God qualified us to share in his inheritance. 'God doesn't call the qualified, He qualifies the called'. 
 
Come to God just as you are. In your sin, your shame, your addictions, your stutter, your accent, your 
few words and maybe no words. But just come. You don't have to earn his attention. You don't have to 
do any elaborate tricks or works. You just have to be available.  
 
He rescued us from darkness brought us into the kingdom through his son we are redeemed. 
 
Jesus Christ is the: 

• The visible God (Colossians 1:15-17, Hebrews 1:3) 

• The firstborn (Colossians 1:18, Psalm 89:27, Hebrews 1:6) 

• Creator of the universe (Colossians 1:16) 

• Conqueror of powers (Hebrews 2:14) 

• Head of the church (Colossians 1:18) 
 
The Pre-eminence of God 
Jesus was not enough for the believers in Colossians. He was too low in their thinking. They had lost 
belief in the pre-eminence of Christ and instead He was being placed alongside other beings.They failed 
to realise his position as head of the church and Lord of creation. Like Jehovah's witnesses today see 
Jesus as created being rather than God himself. 
 
The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in him all things were 
created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. (Colossians 1:15-16, NIV) 
 
He paid the ransom with his blood for our forgiveness. By faith we are united to him.  
 
We are complete in him. 
 
When there is no attention paid to the Bible or Jesus we are left with religion.  
 
The Issue: 
Worldly views and other ideologies or philosophies were beginning to creep into church and distort the 
message of Christ.  
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The Answer: 
Christ is enough. We don't require any extra "activities" to inherit the kingdom of God. It is by the blood of 
Jesus that we have been forgiven and set free. Our debt has been paid, not from our own doing, but by 
the Grace of God.  
 
God is supreme and sovereign. He is the beginning and the end, the alpha and omega, the lion and the 
lamb. He is creator and king. Before time, He existed. Jesus is the true image of God. He brings a new 
creation through his death and resurrection that we have been reconciled to God through Jesus Christ.  
 
Conclusion 
When we understand Christ in this way and experience freedom "our view‚ of Jesus Christ will impact 
every area of your life". Our faith in Jesus Christ should transform and affect all areas of our lives - our 
schools, our workplace, our homes, our families, friends, neighbours and our ourselves.  
 
It is easy to allow legalistic behaviours or worldly cultures and traditions to creep into the church and 
distort the true gospel message. Paul encourages believers to remain focussed on Christ and who He is. 
He's the centre of the universe, the visible image of the invisible God. Jesus is sovereign above all things 
with authority given to him by his father. We should keep our eyes fixed on Him and our feet firmly rooted 
so that we will not be misled.  
 
Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, 
and you cannot be fruitful unless you remain in me. (John 15:4, NLT) 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


