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THE PROMISE 
THE PROMISE ALIVE 
Jen Goffin 

 
The Promise Foretold 
• The prophecies and foretelling of Jesus’ arrival right back to the time of Adam and Eve when 

God’s plan of redemption was first mentioned. 
• God was weaving his promise through the Bible right up until the time of Jesus’ birth. 
 
The Promise Incarnate 
• The birth of Jesus, the son of God – both 100% divine and 100% human 
• The Word, present with God at the beginning of time, now revealed to his creation 
 
So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and 
faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.  
(John 1:14, NLT) 
 
What follows is over 2000 years of Jesus’ impact on the world.  
 
Why Did He Come? 
The story of the hope we received at Christmas ultimately ends at Easter, with our Saviour on 
cross, paying the debt of a sinful world. The debt that we could never pay on our own. When 
Adam and Eve sinned we were separated from God, because God is holy and perfect nothing 
sinful can come near him (Romans 3:23). The only payment for sin is death, not just a physical 
death but eternal separation from God (Romans 6:22-23). God is just and cannot leave sin 
unpunished. God is also love, and because of his great love for us he sent his Son to pay the 
debt we never could (Romans 5:6-11, Hebrews 2:14-18). This is the beauty of the gospel. God 
came down to us. He came and He changed the world.  
 
What Impact Did He Have? 
Jesus was not what the people at the time were looking for 
• They were looking for a Messiah to rise up free them from the Roman occupation, for a King 

and a military leader. But Jesus’ aim was the salvation of all humanity. 
• He changed the lives of everyone he met, often dividing opinion. 

1. The disciples – when they met the resurrected Christ they were radically changed. 
2. The Pharisees – hated Jesus, they felt threatened by him and eventually plotted his 

death. 
3. The apostle Paul – started off persecuting Christians but was converted on the road to 

Damascus (Acts 9:1-9). 
 
His impact through the rest of history has been immense. He has changed virtually every aspect 
of human life. Whilst he was on earth: 
• He transcended the divides between Jew and Gentile, rich and poor, slave and master 

(Galatians 3:28). 
• He elevated the status of women and children (Luke 18:16). 
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• He taught sacrificial love, humility and forgiveness. 
 
After His resurrection, the spread of Christianity across the world was a catalyst for change in 
every area of life:  
• Hospitals, caring for the poor and the 

sick (Luke 10:30-37) 
• Literacy and education (Matthew 22:37) 
• Codifying and writing of the world’s 

languages 
• Books/literature 
• Capitalism and free enterprise 
• Representative government 
• Civil liberties 

• Modern science 
• Abolition of slavery 
• Exploration 
• Elevation of women 
• Benevolence and charity 
• Human rights 
• Architecture 
• Art 
• Music 

  
 
How Did He Change The World? 
By transforming lives.  
Everyone who met Jesus was changed by Him in some way, some for the better and others for 
the worse, but nobody stayed the same (2 Corinthians 3:17-18).  
 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. (Matthew 28:19, NIV) 
 
When we accept the gift of salvation and become followers of Jesus our lives are changed. We 
are not our own, we have been bought with a price.  
 
Conclusion 
In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various 
ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all 
things, and through whom also he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory 
and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he 
had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 
(Hebrews 1:1-3, NIV) 
 
Jesus came as a baby for the salvation of the world, but He is coming back again as King! One 
day we shall see him again, face to face (Revelation 21:1-7). 
 
As Charles Wesley so eloquently wrote in his famous carol Hark! The Herald Angels Sing: 
 
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace, hail the Son of Righteousness 
Light and Life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the Sons of earth, born to give them second birth 
Hark! The herald angels sing, ‘Glory to the newborn King! 
 


